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‘TOTAL SILENCF’

ANDREW SMITH PHOTOS, THE NONPAREIL

Holly Davis-Schoville looks out at the flooded street from her home on Wednesday, June 26, 2024.
River continues to swell as some residents face floods

HAILEY PECK AND ANDREW SMITH
Council Bluffs Nonpareil

An eerie silence fell over the neighbor-
hood bordering the Dodge Riverside Golf
Club, as residents took in the scene before were going to do about it, and they said,
them. ‘T don’t know,” Davis-Schoville told The

The neighborhood found itself faced with  Nonpareil.
serious flooding that started on Tuesday Davis-Schoville said residents had no
morning and worsened overnight, leaving heads up, no recommendation for evacua-
some parts of the neighborhood withnearly  tion and the extent of the flooding came as
3 feet of water. a complete surprise.

With basements flooded, residents forced “I’mjust so overwhelmed, I’m just trying
to leave, submerged backyards and flowing to hold it together,” Davis-Schoville said.
water through the neighborhood, residents  “I’'m so tired. I’m so tired of people coming
expressed their frustrations. down and gawking — like you people don’t

“Imeanit’s been total silence,” Holly Da- understand what we’re going through.”
vis-Schoville said. “Nobody has said any- Peterson Bros. Realty, which acts as
thing, nothing.’ third-party maintenance provider for Da-

Residents in the area expressed that they vis-Schoville, was on site and working to
had yet to see anyone from the city govern- eliminate water in the house as well as get -
ment since about 12:30 a.m. when a city ting sandbags set up in preparation for more
truck came and immediately turned around flooding expected as the nearby Missouri
and left.

“I went out and asked them what they

m More Coverage: Find additional
photos from flooding in Council Bluffs on
Wednesday on Page A3.

Please see FLOODS, Page A2
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Tye Leslie and Todd Schuetz, workers for Peterson Bros Realty, help evacuate water from Holly
Davis-Schoville’s home on the morning of Wednesday, June 26, 2024, which they manage.
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Regulators
sign off on
pipeline to
move CO2

CALEB MCCULLOUGH
Lee-Gazette Des Moines Bureau

Iowaregulators approved an applica-
tion from Summit Carbon Solutions to
build a carbon dioxide capture pipeline
across the state on Tuesday, capping
three years of proceedings and debate
and marking the first major approval for
the five-state project.

The Towa Utilities Board, in a 507-
page order approving the project,
found that the pipeline will “promote
the public convenience and necessity”
and found Summit could be granted the
right of eminent domain to involun-
tarily take land — with compensation —
for the project. There are 859 remaining
parcels of land along the route where
owners have not signed voluntary ease -
ments with the company, according to
the order.

“The momentum will continue as we
prepare to file our South Dakota permit
application in early July,” said Summit
Carbon Solutions CEO Lee Blank in a
statement. “We look forward to engag -
ing with the state throughout this pro-
cess and are confident in a successful
outcome.”

Opponents of the pipeline, who have
resisted the use of eminent domain for
its construction, said Tuesday they
would appeal the decision to a court.

The proposed pipeline would cover
more than 680 miles in 29 Towa coun-
ties. Summit plans to connect to 57
ethanol plants in Iowa to capture CO2
emissions and shuttle them to an un-
derground reservoir in North Dakota.

The pipeline will have the capacity to
move 18 million metric tons of carbon
dioxide every year, Summit has said.

Iowa corn growers and ethanol pro-
ducers have backed the project, saying
it will be a boon to the corn market by
taking advantage of tax credits and al-
lowing ethanol to be sold in low-car-
bon fuel markets. Advocates also say
decarbonization could allow ethanol
to be used in sustainable aviation fuel.

“Today’s decision creates monu-
mental opportunities for lowa farmers
faced with falling prices and growing
stockpiles,” said lowa Renewable Fuels
Association Executive Director Monte
Shaw in a statement. “Whether you
think it’s smart or silly, the world’s larg-
est airlines want to decarbonize their
fuel. Carbon capture and sequestration
gets [owa ethanol into that market, po-
tentially providing a generational boost
to Iowa’s economy. This is just one of
several potential new markets.”

While the order grants approval of
Summit’s application, it did not imme-
diately grant a permit to the company.
The board asked that Summit refile and
revise a number of documents before
receiving the permit.

The order also requires that Summit
receive approval in South Dakota and
North Dakota before beginning con-
struction on any part of the project.

Pipeline opponents
promise appeal

The project has encountered stark
resistance from environmentalists,
who argue it will not seriously address
greenhouse gas emissions, and from
landowners opposed to the use of em-
inent domain to involuntarily take land
for easements. Opponents argue the
project does not “promote the public
convenience and necessity,” and there-
fore should not be granted eminent do-
main authority.

Please see PIPELINE, Page A2
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