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‘THE BEAST MUST BE FED’
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A car easily passes under the railroad bridge that stretches over the west end of Big Lake Road on August 27, 2024.

Low clearance leaves many vehicles with scars

ANDREW SMITH
Council Bluffs Nonpareil

with a clearance of 8 feet, 8 inches. While
a motorcycle, sedan, sport utility vehicle

If the slew of yellow and black striped
warning signs doesn’t scare you, let this
be the warning to mind your height when
driving through Big Lake Park.

The park is wrapped by two rail lines; Ca-
nadian National owns the rails to the west
and Union Pacific owns those to the east.

Vehicle passage through Big Lake Park is
tied to Big Lake Road, which itself winds
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around the aptly named Big Lake. This is
only possible by traveling under at least one
of two railroad bridges.

The greater offender is the bridge that
spans the gap west of the lake, whichisrated

or an average -sized pickup truck should be
fine to cross under, moving trucks, cargo
vans, campers and other taller vehicles are
at risk of adding paint — or more — to the
scars that run underneath the bridge.

There are cars that shift into reverse, and
cars that go full speed ahead.

Please see RIPPER, Page A2

Chamber looks to future as merger progresses

SCOTT STEWART
Council Bluffs Nonpareil

Leaders of the Council Bluffs Area Cham-
ber of Commerce don’t really know what
the organization will look like in a few years.

And that’s by design.

As the chamber continues moving for-
ward with a merger with The 712 Initiative
and as their new combined leader contin-
ues to settle into his role, the short-term
plans are clear: keep doing what they’re
doing, wrap up the merger, and work on
strategic planning.

Looking toward the horizon, though, the
sky’s the limit. That’s part of what Chris
LaFerla finds exciting about his still-pret-
ty-new job as president and CEO of the
chamber and 712.

When the chamber was first formed,
LaFerla said, the goal in 1916 was to grow
Council Bluffs into a community of 100,000
people.

“Obviously, we haven’t reached that goal
yet,” LaFerla said. “I’mreally excited about

the idea of being a part of that rich history
of a chamber of commerce that has that
mission. Together, our 718 members right
now have an opportunity to share in that
vision of growing and developing Council
Bluffs”

Beyond facilitating growth, there’s plenty
of certainty about the future work of the
chamber. It will still promote the interest of
businesses in Council Bluffs. Through the
merger with 712, it will also play a role in
promoting housing and economic devel-
opment in the community.

Collaboration is another cornerstone,
as the organization seeks to act in concert
with others in the community instead of
trying to chart its own path at odds with
City Hall and other civic institutions, such
as the Jowa West Foundation.

Dave Zimmerman, market president of
Availa Bank and past chair of the chamber’s
board of directors, told The Nonpareil that

Please see CHAMBER, Page A2

SCOTT STEWART, THE NONPAREIL
Chris LaFerla, president and CEO of the Council Bluffs Area Chamber of Commerce, mingles
during a chamber mixer in the space formerly occupied by Jefferson’s Lounge on the 100 Block
of West Broadway on Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024.
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